








eer A tt ae 
ee ome Re arma 











‘Bumb, 6. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


LETTERS, 


Giving an Account of the 


WORKS 


OF THE 


LEARNED, 


Both at Home and Abroad. 











| 


To be Publifhed Weekly. 





From CCiednesday November a to Tlednesday 
November 21. 1694. 


a meri a inn Sea 








ry 74 oO 
ras! Sperry Oy: ; 











LONDON; 
Printed by F. D. for Cittiam Lindfep, at the Angel 
near Lincolns-Inn in Chancery-lane. MDCXCIY. 
a7 
































The CON TEN TS. 


Commentary upon the First Book of Mofes called Genefis, By 
the Right Reverend Father in God, Simon Lord Bifhop of Ely,. 
London in 4°. 1695. 

De La Connoiflance de foi Mefme ; i. e. Of the Knowledg of One's 
fclf. The first Treatejye concerning the Affistance which Solitude, its 
principal Exercifes, affords to thofe of a folitary Life for the Study of 
themfelves. By Father P. Dom. Francis Lamy, @ Religious Bene- 
didtin of the Congregation of St. Maur. In.12°. at Paris 1694. 

ENGLAND'S Interest, Or, A Difcipline for Seamen. By 
Captain George St. Loo. Printed for Richard Baldwin xear the 
Oxford-Arms in Warwick-lane, 1694. 

A new and eafy Method to understand the Roman History: With an 
exact Chronology of the Reign of the Emperors: An Account of the 
most eminent Authors, when they flourifhed , and an Abridgment of the 
Roman Antiquities and Customs. By way of Dialogue, For the Ufe of 
the Duke of Burgundy. Done out of French, with many Additions, 
by Mr. Tho. Brown: In12°, London 1695. Printed for Richard 
Baldwin im Warwick-lane, and Will. Lindfey at. the Angel m 
Chancery-lane. 


Catalogue of Books lately printed. 





Errata. In Number 5, Page 82. line 24, read Afalinfee. P. 84.1. slivread Maroquin. 











eS Rep SF, OH CH ™ 





und, 6. (99) 





pars 


PMilcellancous Letters, 








A Commentary on the firft Book of 
MOSES, called Genests. 


By the Richt Reverend Father in God, Simo w Lord 
Bifbop of Ely. London, in Quarto. 1695. 


SIR, 


Ever were Books of this Nature fo neceffary as at 
| this Time, for never were there fo many Endea> 


vours to ruinthe Authority of Divine Revela- 

tion, and eipecially the Account of the Creati- 
on of the World, as it is given us by Mofes. Two Di- 
vines of great Learning and Reputation, not to mention 
many Scriblers, have done of late their utmoft: One of 
them, to prove thatthe Pestateuch was never written by 
Mofes, in order to leflen the Authority of the Truths re- 
vealed in them ; and the other has taken the liberty to 
fhew, (thatis, as much ashe can) that it is impoffible to 
sive any tolerable Account of the Creation of the World 
in fix Days; of the Situation of Paradsfe; of the Fall of 
our firft Parents by the Seduction of a Serpent; of the 
Flood, ec. without forfaking the literal Senfe of Mofes 
his Account, and betaking our felves to Allegorical In- 
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terpretatious. In fhort, he pretends that out of the 
Dreams, and Fragments of the Antient Poets, Brach- 
mans and Philofophers, he can give us a more rational 
atid better Relation of thofe things than Mofes himfelf ; 
though it is plain that tho one fhould not own any ex- 
traordinary Infpiration in Mofes, yet he would be forced 
at leaft to rely more upon his Hiftory, than upon any 
other, fince what he tells us of the Creation of the World, 
came to him through but feven or eight Hands. 

Againft the Venom of their Books, two Learned Pree 
lats of our Church, have thought fic to prefent us with 
proper Antidotes. The firftmy Lord Bifhop of Bath and 
Wells has given us his Annotations upon the whole Pez. 
tateuch: to whichhe has prefixed a very learned Differta- 
tion concerning the Writer of thofe Books ; wherein he 
has fully proved, againft Monfieur le Clerc, that Mofes is 
the Author of them ; and befides, has givena great Light 
toallthe dark Paflages therein contained. ‘The fecond, 
my Lord Bifhop of Ely has taken upon him, in the Com- 
mentary weare now {peaking of : 1. ‘To vindicate Mo/fes’s 
Account, by thewing, that for the underftanding of it, 
there is no need of any Allegory, fince the literal Senfe 
is very clear, rational, intelligible, and even agreeable to 
all the Records that remain in any Language of the feve- 
ral Nations of the Earth, and efpecially of what he relates 
of the Families by whom the World was peopled after 
the Flood. And, 2. to remove all the Difficulties that 
are met with in the reading of the faid Book. There is 
no Abftract to be given of this Work, as you may eafily 
fee, and therefore you muft be contented with thefe few 
Remarks. 3 

J. Our Author having explained the firft and fecond 
Verfes, wherein Mofes {peaks of the Creation, and told 
us what we muit underltand by the Chaos, and the Spirit 
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of God that moved upon the Waters, he proceeds to explain 
the Account of the Formation of all things out of that 
rude Matter that was at firft created ; and begins with 
the Light that was the firft Thing produced: And God 
faid, Let there be Light, Ver. 3. Here we have an Ac- 
count of the varicus Opinions of Interpreters about this 
Light ; but without troubling you with them, I fhall give 
you that of our learned Author in his own words. ‘ It 
‘feems to me (fays he) more rational by this Light, to 
© underftand thofe Particles of Matter, which we call Fire, 
‘(whofe two Properties every one knows are Light and 
© Heat) which the Almighty Spirit that formed all things, 
‘ produced as the great Inftrument for the preparation and 
‘digeftion of the reft of the Matter; which was ftill 
‘more vigoroufly moved and agitated from the Top to 
“the Bottom by this reftlefs Element, till the purer and 
“more fhining Parts of it, being feparated from the Grof- 
‘fer, and united in a Body fit to retain them, became 
‘Light. And God faw the Light that it was Good, V. 4. 
“thatis, (fays he). he was pleafed in this Work of his, 
‘as agreeable to his Defign. Which for the prefent was, 
‘we may conceive, to influence the upper Parts of the 
‘Chaos, and co be the Inftrument of RareiaCtion, Sepa- 
‘ration, and all the reft of the Operations which are ne- 
‘ceflary to mould it into fuch Creatures as were after- 
“wards made out of it. 

As this Explanation is contrary to what many others 
have made, ’tis likely alfo that fome will think ar firft ir 
derogaies from the Glory of Divine Power: For if God 
created the Chaos out of Nothing, it is more natural, it 
feems, tothink that by that fame Power, that Verbum Ge- 
nitale, and that Fiat, he formed all things out of that rude 
Matter, without the help of Rarefaction, or any other Ope- 
ration of the Léght. The fame thing may be faid of the ‘e- 
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paration of the dry Land from the Waters, V.9. which our 
Author conceives to have been done by aw Earthquake, occa- 
fioned by fome Particles of Fire left in the Bowels of the 
Earth, which kindled fome Nitro-{ulphureous Vapours, whole 
Inflammation both lifted up the Earth, and alfo made Re- 
ceptacles for the Waters torun into. ‘This feems {pecious 
at firft ; but whofoever fhall perufe this Commentary, will 
doubtlefS agree, that our Author’s Conjecture is the moft 
natural that Men can make upon fo remote a Subje@. 

Il. The Fall of our firft Parents by the Sedu€tion of the 
Serpent, has been, you know, a Stumbling-block to ma- 
ny : Andafamous Author of late has been fo prefump- 
tuousastoaflert, that it is againft the Idea we have of 
Divine Juftice, to think that God would have damned the 
World for an Apple, and that the Hittory of the Seduai- 
on of Eve, is put a Fiétion, which cannot ftand its Trial 
before the natural Light of our Reafon. To the firft of 
thefe Obje€tions our Author anfwers, that the Apple, (or 
other Fruit, ’tis no Matter) is not to be confider’d in it 
felf, but only the Prohibition of God, Thou foalt not eat 
of it, Ch.2, v.17. This {mall Reftraint, adds he, it 
was fit to lay upon Adam, tomakehim fenfible, that tho 
he had Dominion over all Things, yet he wasnot their 
Lord, but a Servant to the moft High, who required this 
Abftinence in token of his Subje€tion, and to prove his 
Obedience to him. But ftillif fomeask, Why fhould his 
Obedience be tried in fuch anInftance as this? Tle defire 
chem toconfider, that an Experiment of it could {carce 


have been made in any of the Moral Precepts. For what 


fhould have tempted him to Idolatry, or to take God’s 
Name in vain, or to murder his Wife? How was it pof- 
fible ro commit Adultery, when there was no Body but 
he and fhe inthe World? How could he fteal, or what 
room was there then for coveting, when God had put him 
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tn poffeffion of all things? It had been in vain to forbid 
that, which could not be done; and it had been no Vertue 
to ab{tain from that, to which there was no Temptation, 
but from that which invited him to tranfgrefs. I hope this 
Anfwer will fatisfy you, and therefore i come to the Im- 
probability our late Lynceus Philofophus pretends to have 
found in the Hiitory of the Fallof Adam aud Eve by the 
Seduction of the Serpent. 

The chief and only Argument that he urges, is, that 
the Dialogue between Eve and the Serpent cannct be true, 
if ic is taken literally as Mo/es relates it: For, fays he, who 
could think that the firft Woman was fo bold as not to be 
frighted away at the unufual and extraordinary Voice of 
the Serpent ? And what Woman now a-days, nay even 
what Man thould not be terrified, if fucha Beaft, or any 
other, fpoke to him in his own Language? This feems 
fpecious ; but if we confider that Eve was newly created, 
and that it is very probable, not to fay certain, that fhe 
knew not that no other Creatures, but fhe and her Huf- 
band in the World could fpeak, I don’t fee any Reafon to 
make us belreve that fhe ought to have been frighted ac 
the Voice of the Serpent. But I muft remember that I 
give youthe Idea of a Book, and therefore muft tell you my 
Author’s Conjecture about the Species of that Serpent. 

‘ There were, fays he, and ftill are inthe Esferzand 
* Southern Parts of the World, Serpents having Wings, 

and fhining very brightly, like to Fire. So-we read,. 
Tfa. 14. of a flying flery Serpent. Which fiery Serpents are. 
‘called Seraphims in Numb. 21,6, 8: and termed fiery 5. 
not meerly with refp:& totheir Venom,.which made 
fore Inflammations in the Bodies of thofe that were bit-. 
ten by them, but becaufe they appeared fhining like ~ 
‘ Fire, when they flew in the Air.. Whence. Seraphim is 
‘the Name alfoof the higheft fort of Angels- (called the 
; * Angels: 
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Angels of the Prefence), Ifa.6. 2,6. who appeared, I 
fuppofe, in fome fuch Form with flaming Wings. For 
otherwife, I cannot think Serpents would have been 
honoured as facred things, in fo many Countries, as we 
‘ find they autiently were, unlefs they bad been the Sym- 
‘ bols of Angels. ‘The Devil therefore, f conceive, made 
‘ule of fome fuch Serpent (but of a more furpaffing 
* Brightnefs than any now extant) that he might refem- 
ble one of the mo illuftricus Angeis, who appeared 
fametimes in the like Shape. Which moved Eve the 
© more readily +o hearken unto the Voice of the Serpent, 
‘ taking it to be one of the heavenly Seraphims, which fhe 
‘ had feen {ometime in fuch afplendid Form, attend the 
Divine Glory or Majefty: For the Angels always made 
aPart of theSCHHCHINAH, (that is, the vifible 
Glory of God). 

Tertullian is almoft of the fame Opinion, when he calls 
the Serpent, A primordio Divine imaginis Predo; and 
Epiphanius {ays, that Eve believed the Serpent as the Son of 
God. I leave itto you to judg of this Conjecture. (which 
our Author owns to have taken from Dr. Tenaju.s, now 
Lord Bifhop of Lincolz) but for my part Pi] make vold to 
fay, that it isthe moft probable that I have yet met with; 
and if it istrue, ’tismo wonder that Eve fhould have the 
Courage to converfe with the Serpent, and that fhe was 
{o eafily feduced. , 

Thad a mind to make fome other Remarks, but I per- 
ceive I have been very long, and therefore I fhall con- 
clude by recommending to you the Reading of this Book, 
as ufeful and entertaining: for this is not a dry Commen. 
tary of the Text, as others that we have feen; you 
will find in it whatever the Antient Poets, and Philo- 
fophers had moft curious and folid, concerning the Origi- 
nal of the World. The tenth Chapter, which treats of 
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the World’s being peopled after the Flood by the Sons of 
Noab, deferveth in particular your Confideration, as the 
moft entertaining and learned Treatife that ever you read. 
The Author has been fo generous as to own that he has 
taken a great par: out of Bochart, formerly Minifter of the 
Proteftant Church of Caea +1 Normandy; whom an Au- 
thor has juilly cal’d, Vir ftapende Eruditionss. 





De La Connoiffance de foi Mefne; i.e. Of the Knowledg 
of Oue’s feif: The firft Treatife concerning the Affiftance 
which Solitude, its principal Exercifes, affords to thofe of a 
folitary Life for the Study of themfelves. By Father 
P. Dom. Francis Lamy, 4 Religious Benedittin of the 
Congregation of St. Maur. Iz 12°. at Paris, 1694. 


FO know our felves is fo very neceflary, that the 

| Heathens, by the meer Light of Nature, have not 
only been convinc’d of it, but enjoin’d it: Sothat yar 
crxuTv is recorded amongft the Sayings of So/oz, one of 
the Grecian Sages. It’s needlefs to infift upon the Great 
nefs of the Obligation which our Religion lays upon all 
Chriftians to follow this Study ; it is fo very evident to 
thofe who have but look’d into the very firft Principles of 
Chriftianity. 

This Author abounds with Arguments to excite Men 
to fo neceffary a Duty, and propofes Methods to render it 
eafy. This Work is divided into two Parts; the firft of 
which difcovers the Neceflity and Importance of this Stu- 
dy, and the Advantages of Solitude for good Succefs there. 
in. And here he explains the principal Exercifes of a fo- 
litary Life, with their Extent and Bounds, and the aes 
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which every Man oughr to propofe thereia to hinflf fo 
as he may reap fome fruit thereby. 

The Reference which Study hath to fuch a Life, is 
tounded upon the End therein propefed ; which 1: to 
know God and our felves. 

Our Author in regulating the Choice and Extent of rhe 
Study of folitary Perfons, fuppoies that he has to do wich 
none other but Chriftian Solitaries, who that they may the 
better be enabled to follow our Saviour’s Counfel, recis 
themfelves from the Noife and Corruption of the World 
Whence he iaters, that their principal Care ought to be 


c 


4 
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fpent in learniag the Chriftian Religion, atl chat concerns 
the Perfon or jefus Chrift, the Eftebliihment of his 
Church; tnat which typifies him in the Old Teftament, 
and expreifes bisn clearly inthe New. 

Hence he draws this Conctufion, that thofe Solitaries 
ought not to be hiadred from reading the Holy Scriptures, 
nor the Hiftory of the Apoitles, and their Succeffors : Bue 
ts of Opinion, that while they inftruct themfelves in 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, they ought not to engage too far in 
Civil Hiftory. He pleads alfo, that Solitaries ought not to 
be hindred from reading the Fathers and Councils, where- 
in Tradition is comprehended. 

And feeing Tradition confiits of two Parts, one Doz- 
matical, and the other Moral, he is clearly of the Mind, 
thae in all folitary Communities there ought to be {me 
Perfons of more than an ordinary Capacity, who may 
give a juft Idea of the Dogmatical Part to the yourger 
fort, teach them how to have recourfe to che Fouszains, to 
place every thing in its proper Category, and rank evcry 
Proof under its proper Head; that tothev may avoid Er- 
ror, falfe Argumentation, and Lofs of Time. 

This Idea of the Dogmatical Part may, according to our 
Author, be called a Philofophy reformed from rhofe Er- 
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rors, to which that of the Schools is fubje&t: So that he 


jaiitt folicary Perfons engaging themfelves in the 
rudy co. hole who are meer School-Divines ; becaufe their 
Viethod would prove dangerous to them, howfoever profi- 
table 1, may appear orherwife. 

Nor does he think it fit that thofe Solitaries fhould read 
all the Polemtcai Treatifes of the Fathers, feeing they a- 
bound with angry Agimadverfions and bitter Reproaches ; 
which injead cf infpiring chem with humble and morti- 
fying Thoughts, would beget in them wrathful, or 
mean Sentiments againit the Author, whofe Refutation 
they read. 

And for that fame Reafon he is of opinion, that thofe 
Solitaries ought not to apply themfelves to the Study of 
Critics ; which are the Theaters of continual Janglings 
and Controverfies. 

Then he tells us, that a folitary Perfon can never 
acquire a due Knowledg of the Chriftian Religion, nor 
that of his particular Order, except he know how to make 
ufe of his Judgment, have a Spirit to difcern betwixt 
Truth and Falfhood, and call in Logick to his Affiftance ; 
by which he does not underftand an hotch- potch of barba- 
rous Terms, and frivolous Queftions, but a {mall number 
of Rules to which he would reduce the Art of Searching 
after Truth. 

This Logick being acquir’d, he propofes a Lift of un- 
controvertable Principles, original Ideas and common 
Heads, which comprehend a Generali Knowledg, or the 
Metaphyficks, And as for Morals, he piefcribes no other 
than what may be learned fromthe Holy Scriprures, and 
the Fathers. | 

As to Phyficks, or Natural Philofophy, he judges that 
Part of it proper which teaches us to know Man, not 
R 2 only 
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only according to his Moral, but Natural Being; fince 
the one can never be well known without the other: 
And his Solitaries ought to have a diflintt Knowledge 
that they arc compofed by two Subftanccs, as alfo of 
the Manner of their Unicn and Dependance upon one 
another. 

Having thus gone t'rough the Sorts of Studies which 
hethiaks fit for thofe of a tolitary Life, he comes at laft 
to treat of our Study to know God and our felves, of 
Love to God and Self-hatred. In the next place he 
{peaks of the Manner of applying our felves to thofe 
Studies: which he divides into three forts, vz. Super- 
ficial, Solid and Profound. Thofe who make choice of 
the firft, do only make ufe of their Imagination, and 
confider things in an overly manner: Thofe who 
chufe the fecond, are enlightned with a pure and fe- 
date Knowledg. And fuch as efpoute the third, arrive 
at an afle€ting Knowledg, and perceive that there is 
fomething more than what they do really know. Our 
Author would have folitary Perfons to apply them- 
{elves to this fort of Study, that they may difcover the 
Folly of Paffions, defpife the Pomp of the World, and en- 
tertainan Horror for Vice. 

Then he treats of working with the Hands, and fhows 
how ufeful it is for attaining the Ends of a folitary Life ; 
fo expiating their Crimes, if they have committed 
any, for ferving as a Proof if they be innocent, and 
for avoiding of Idlenefs. Here he takes notice of that 
which he calls a Mifake, into which many do fall by 
defpifing Aufterities, under pretence that they are 
nothing but bodily Labour; and endeavours to fhew 
that although 1 be the Body which is mortified, it is 
neverthelefs, the Spirit which is fenfible, and touch’d 
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with thofe Autterities, and offers them, fays our Au- 
thor, (according to the Romifh Doftrine ) to God is 
for the Se utile of his Juftice, tu th \ 

In fine; He compares Study with Labour, and proves ** 
on i is more advantagious than the other, in a foli- 

; Life; enumerates the Defeéts and Inconveniences 
which there are in the one that are not in the cther, 
and the Means which it furnifhes for our arriving more 
certainly at a Perfection in this Way of Living. He 
maintains that Srudy mortifies the Body more than 
Labour, and is more efficacious in heniing the Spirit, 
fubduing the Paffions, refifting Temptations, and banifh- 
ing Idlenefs. 

‘He fays, ‘that Study does not fo much fatigue and 
{catter the Spirits, as bodily Labour ; and that the prin- 
cipal Ends of a folitcary Life, and to which it has the 

moft diredt Tendency, are to recolle€t the Spirits with- 
in one’s felf to know God, worfhip him in Spirit and 
Truth, and make hima conftant Sacrifice of the Thoughts 
and Adteetions. 

He concludes with an Advice to his Solitaries, how 
to improve the Converfation of their Society, and what 
Precautions are neceflary as to that Matter. - 

ee eee ee Por’, 


wld L2% 7m € KF1./) - ha% wee ea ; ‘ : wf 


3 ; P 

a 4g ; 

, ‘ a e. +. 4 lad 

gee Ff aed » BAe "" Pr~P ra Jo y TA PL 3 SD PLR = 4,2 Pris ? 

Pf ie y an i ~ of . . 5 
f/2 _ ay Liaw D ¢ 73 st 24 2 L o Z A v4 a y a7 yg Fl P a y Fs a2 at Ot ss 

Da £ bedi 7 sl? a SL 3 Lord 22s" Vy L777 = PP PCs 3 


ge> —L 7 ty 
~ , - i 4 J 4 
apr r a A py oe wT ee 7. VF 7432247 2 nag nel 


“ t . , J 
i ? y) 21210 ’ 2 274% LO | LP PKL, 
sry Par 0 72-328 per pene a) Fe: 


ry P. ae 
Lf * 
a, yu iv 








Z a 47 
> 5 y , 
CW sr<— fi aA tZ 


7 s 
Js ’ 4 } — > a / Z LOE Y 
Ary Ga fesrrve Ary re PF ‘ Fe -, 


i q ’ . oO 
Pov} a "A A q- Ya A i CAars 272 727 N G. é t 
a fe ee wa . 
: a. ; ; Te LE PUM HEA 
> 2* 2 y A Aarn2cel/l DP be f Ft PR a 2 b , 
0 sai - . at ‘ s P 4 
pf ra 7 te, “ta po 
O. ray-OP Vat 24 fie i a aT raw “SS “Cp Ceice ‘ ? P. 
ee" 6 veh ; p 
4 7 ; TP tits Sh. diva Puke. Cea Oo BBR ATTN 
. Pag rDtn o13~ - : pita Ps TH, , saa x 
. v 7 AX , P . aan 
i ee ‘a af, 
“it 
Alyse? é q Be “ty tt ? eS: + Mae 1% 
Xv i ™ A y 
rf t L. Af % - 


J oy ‘ 7 
a 7 4 , S small ATV A ail 27 & 
firzg, 40426 — —_ a ne. ; 
. A a -~ 
ee ee ware 3 tu Ag 


oA 
Fu CV fbn Ft) ee Oe oe | ee f 


Stl 





< 
ti 
* 
es 
" 
a 
tte 


u 
} 




















ENGLAND?» Lateref, ov 4 Diftinline for Se | 


Seamen. 
ii { ; G —_— 

< s ’ ee) w fai 14) * i of . S 

By € 4] 4 iM be « y f G ; oa »* KJ = ¢ L A . ay 


— ee ee Le a _—. 
Previc¢a for Richard Salaw; , @64y Tie RIOTS Arms 


- Wy - 4 | 
in Warwitk Lene, 1654. 





UR wooden Wails being the greatelt Mctence, nay, 
the Safety of the Nation; whofoever works for 
encouraging Seamen, and enriching our Navigation, de- 
ferveth the Thanks of all true Englifh Men: and it will 
{eem ftrange to any thinking Man, as well ¢s to this Au- 
thor, that as yet there has been no Method propofed for 
redrefling the Grievances and Hardfhips of Scamen em- 
ployed in the King’s Service, though they have been Icud- 
ly complained of. None was more fit for this than Cap- 
tain St.'Loo; for having been a cenftant Sailer himfelf, he 
can better know what really are thofe Grievances, and 
what Remedy may be applied thereunto. : 
The Chief and Root of all others is, that Seamen do 
not take Turns to relieve each other on Board the Men cf 
War; which is the greateft Difcouragemen: that can be 
to thofe that are forced to continue in the King’s Scivice: 
‘For (faysour Author) ’tis very obvious, that a great 
‘many Seamen, either by Proteftions, or tome other He J 
‘vafions, have fhifted their Necks ou of che Collar, 
© (whereby it has lain the harder on the orf mearioned ) 
“setting into Merchants Service only for the Lucre of 
‘sreater Pay than is given to Fore-ma{t Men in Men of 
‘War, without any refpect tothe Welfare of the Nation 
‘in general; receiving fometimes fifty Shillings, and 
‘fometimes three Pounds, four Pounds, and five Pourds 
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‘rer Month, whilft moft part of thofe on Board the 
‘King’s Ships have not received sbove three and twenty 
‘Shillings per Month during the whole War ; and per- 
“haps i kept out of that for three or four Years, by being 
‘turn’d over from S! ip to Ship, and in all that time hardly 
/ cajoy ing, the Cormiore of their Families for one Month ; 
“when cthers (adds he) by the Means aforefaid, have 

“been at liberty to go when they would, and come when 
‘they picated, fometimes making more Wages in two 

; Mout iis, than thofe Seamen in Men of War do ina 
¢ whole Year, 

Tas doubtlels : is agreat Grievance, and deferveth to 
be redre{’d as much as any. 

Fer, 1. this is tach a Difcouragement, that Ido not 
wonder af the Trouble we miuft be at in fitting out our 
Flees; which may be fatal upon a fudden Emergency: — 
for wits can blame Seamen for avoiding, as much as they 
can, to enter into the King’s Service upon fo odd Terms ? 

2. The Nation muft be at great Charge for preffing. 
Seamen, which would be {par’d, were this Grievance re- 
drefled. 

. Their Majefties Fleet is not fo well Mann’d as it 
fhould be ; ; for it happens very often, that the Officers of 
Men of War, to make up cheir Complement, prefs Men 
that were never ufed to Sea ; and from thence come ma- 

~ny Murmurs among the People, and Difeafes on board 

| che Fleet, and perhaps little Service when Occafion re- 
“| 

. This Grievance lies very heavy upon Merchants : 

For t, 1. by giving fo extraordinary Wages, they lofe a 

great Part of the Benefit of their Voyage. 2. Their 

Goods are often damnificd, by reafca of heir S! iips ftay-. 

ing a great while in the Ports when arrived in England, 

only for want of thofe Men that are prefs’d cut of them.. 
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112 Mifcellaneous Letters. 
And, 3. ‘tis plain, that they have loft many 
Ships, by venturing to fail without their Complement of 
Men, when part of ’emare prefs’d trom them; which in 
fhort is the reafon of the Decay of cur Trade, and of the 
French making fo many Prizes upen us. 

Thefe things being premifed as unqueftional 


of their 


| ‘able Truths, 
it muft needs be thought an acceniable Undertaking, by 
ail thofe who love their Majeftics and the Nation, to 
propofe a Method, whereby their Majcltics Fleet may on 
all Occafions be iupplied with a competent Number of 
able Seamen, without prefiing any at Sea; the confidera- 
ble Charge the Nation muft be ar for preding be leffen- 
ed, the Seamen encouraged, and the Merchanis Grievan- 
ces redrefS'd. This Captain $¢. Loo thinks he has found 
out, without any other Myficry, than a Methed of di- 
fpofing Seamen on Board the King’s Ships, from time to 
time, with an equaland impartial Hand; fothat every 
Man fhall take his Turn yearly, except any Man has a 
mind to continue longer on Board, through hopes of Pre- 
ferment. 

His Method in fhort is, 1. That a competent Number 
of Naval Officers be appointed in all Counties borderin 
on the Sea, for regiftertug all Shipwrights, Caulkers, 
Sail-makers, Rope-makers, Maitersof Ships, Seamen, or 
Watermen; and all other belonging to any Craft in any 
River, as Weftern-Barges, Row-Barges, Sand-Barges, 
Tilt-Boats, Ferry-Boats, Fifhing-Boats, Ballaft-Lighters, 
Keels, and the like; or that have ufed the Sea within 
thefe feven Years laft, being octween the Age of Six- 
teen and Sixty. | 

2. That the faid Naval Officers, with a Juftice of 
Peace and a Surgeon, do examine the Ability and Condi- 
tions of all thofe Perions, to fee thofe that are qualified 
for the King’s Service, and retusa wil 


ift of them to the 
Lords of the Admiralty. 3. Chae 
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3. That the faid Naval Officers in the County, up- 
on receipt of Orders from the Lords of the Admiralty, 
for the fpeedy fending any Number of Seamen from any 
Port or Ports under their Care and Management,on Board 
any Ship or Ships as fhall be appointed, fhall caufe the 
fame forthwith to be put in Execution, by caufing Lifts 
of all Perfons Names fo ordered to go to Sea, to be af- 
fixed on the re{pective Church-doors where they live, with 
the Time inferted therein when they are to go, and on 
Board what Ship. 

4. Thar if any Seaman refufe or negle& to go on Board, 
that he upon his being difcovered and apprehended, be fent 
on Board one of the King’s Ships, and be obliged from that 
time to continue in the Service during the whole War, 
without benefit of being relieved, by taking Turns with 
thofe who fhall duly obferve Orders. 

5. That a due Care be taken to relieve all thofe Seamen 
yearly, or as near to that Time as poffibly ic may be done; 
and that at the time of their Difcharge they be paid off. 
And as for thofe that (by reafon of Foreign Voyages } 
fhall ferve longer than one Year fuccelfively, that 25. 6 d. 
per Month for the fecond Year, and five Shillings for 
the Third, be allowed to them as an Addition to their 
former Wages. 


This in fubftance is the Method propofed by Captain 
St. Les; and as to the Probability of it, and the Poflibill- 
ty, or rather Facilicy of putting it in execution, I 
refer you to the Book it felf, which in my Opinion 1s 
very well worth yours, andany Man’s reading and obfer- 
vation. 
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i14 Mifcellaneous Letters. 


A new and eafy Method to under land the Roman H:ftory : 
With an exact Chr onolegy of the Reign of the Emperors : 
Aa Account of the mojt eminent an whe they flou- 
vilbed, and an Airidem ext of the Roman Antiquities and 
Cufloms. By way of * Dialogue. For the Ofe of the Duke of 
Bursundy. Dowe ont of French, with many Additions, 
by Mr. ae Brown: In 12°. London 1695. Printed 
for Richard Baldwin aad William Lindfey. 


&F all forts of Learning, Riftory methinks is the moft enter- 
taining, as well as sie e moit profitable : For what more curi- 
ous and fatistying than to know the Original of Nations, the An- 
t quitics of Citics, by whom and when he ey were founded , the va- 
rious Alterations of their Governmen its, and other remarkable E- 
vents? And onthe other hand, What is more fit to infpire us with 
the Love of our Country, Piety and Vertue, and at the fame time 
with a juft Averfion to a all Vi es, than to fee that Hiltory has eter- 
nizedthe Fame, and Names of vertuous Men; and branded withan 
everlifting int famy the Vicious, without any ref{pects to their Scep- 
ters and Crowns? And befides, What a greater Conviction can we 
have of the Vanity of the World, than the Hiftory of {everal fa- 
mous Monarchies, which, like blazing Stars, have appeared on a 
fudden, and amazed Mankind ; but are foen vanifh’d away, with- 
out leaving behind them any other Monument of their Grandeur, 
but what Hiitorians have mentioned of them in their Writings ? 
Tis truc, there is yet a Shadow of the Reman Empire; but fuch an 
imperfect ouc, that without the help of Hiftory, we could never by 
it make a true Judgment of its former Greatnefs. 

As all the Weitern Nations of Exrepe, made formerly part of 
that Empire, they have a particular Intereft in its Hiftory : For 
befides, that none other aflords us fo many noble Examples of Ver- 
tue and: Magnanimity, our =e S and Cuftoms being partly derived 
— the Romans, there is fuch a Connexion between their H-itory 

nd our own, that we cannot w« ' Know this without Knowing the 
ike. Hence it comes to pafs, that thofe Nations have fhewed a 
particukar Care of ve ing i Koman Hiltory in their own Lan- 
guage, and to have the fame 


usht to their Children , as appears 
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by the various Tranflations of the Latin Hiftorians. But thofe 
Ancirsis being fo voluminous, ic has been long wifh’d, that fome 
Learned Man wouid take the Trouble to make an Abtidgment of 
the Roman Hiftory 3 which fhould be reduced into fuch Bounds, as 
not to fright away Youth by its Bulk, and yet fhould contain the 
Marrow and Subitance of all other Hiltorians. This has been long 
expected, but never performed, for ought I know, tillat this time : 
For People, even the moit Learned, were very loth to venture to 
fail upon thofe Seas, where Lucins Floris, Eutropiw, and Aurelius 
Vittor, had deen forc’d torun a Shore. 

The Title of this Book fheweth its Author's Defign ; which 
has been to teach by a new and moft eafy Method, the Roman 
Hiftory to a young Prince: And the favourable Reception the 
Books ¢z afar Delphint, have met with from the Publick, may re- 
commend, it feems, t this Abridement which has been made fis the 
Ufe of his Son the Duke of Burgundy. 

This Book is written by way of Dislogue; which the Author 
has chofen as the moft proper Method to fucceed in his Underta- 
king and contains whatever is remarkable in the Roman Hiltory, 
with aa exact Chronology, withont which ‘tis impoflible to under- 
{tand it well. And that nothing might be wanting to this Book, the 
Author has given an Account of the Laws, Cultomsand Religion of 
the Romans of the Fall and Decay of their Empire; of the In- 
creafe, Puricy, and Decay of their Eloquence and Learning ; of 

their Military Difcipline , of the Sibyliae Oracles; of the Cere> 
nies of their Marriages, and an Account of many Roman Anti- 
ties. In fhorts We find in this Abridgment what we cannot 
id wien ita great deal of Trouble in a whole Library. 
The ugh » is Book be moft vrincipaily defigned for. Youth, and 
may be of a pecahiar Ufe to Schools, yet it Is not unworthy of the 
Reading of the moft Learned in Hiftory. “T is very probable that 
they fhall find in tc fomething that they never heard before, or if 
not, yet the pe rufing of ic will at leaft refrefi their Memories. 

ar val aid but a word concer: 1ing this Werfic dn, which i take in- 

deed’ to habe: ter than the Original: tor sthough the Prejudice we 
have in general egainit all Tranila Bons, | be vary wellgrounded, yet 
= eare-toue Exceptions, and. whofeeyer. will compare the 
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Books lately printed beyond Sea. 


~\Eorgil Mocbii Theologie Doctoris & in Academia Lipfienfi 

£ Prof. Pub. Primarii, Selecta Difputationes Theologice. 
Liplie, in Quarto, 1694. 

De Danice Li Ingue & Nominis Antiqua Gloria & Prerogativa 
inter Septentrionales Commentariolus Othonis Sperlingii U.1.D, 
Coni iliarii Regii & Prot. P. Hiftoriarum ac Eloquentie in Acader 
mE ta Equ eftri a inienii. dt Copenhagen, m Quarto, 1694. 

Luce Tozzi Neapolitani in Hippocratis “Rphorifinos Com- 
mentaria. Naples, im Quarto, 1694. 


Engli(h Books priated at London. 


A Nicius Manlius Sevevinus Boctius, of the Confolation of Philo- 
ih ‘ophy. In § Books. Made Englifh,and iliuftrated with Notes, 
by the Kight Honourable Ric bard Low Vifcount Prefton. Printed 
for A. and F F. Churchill, at the Black-Swan in Pater-Nofler-Rev, 
and F. Hi dyard Bookfeller in York. 

An Epiftle to Monfieur Boileau, inviting his Mufe te forfake 

e French Intereit, and Celebrate the King of England. By Ed- 
mund rwaker. Printed for F. Saunders, at the Blue-Anchor in 
the Lower-Walk of the New-Exchange. 

Hiftory, Choice and Method of Studies. By Monfieur Fleury, 
fometime Preceptor to the Princes of Conty, Moniieur de Vermun- 
dois, and to the Dukes of Burgoyn and dnjou. In Odavo. 

Reafon, an Eflay. By Sir G jeorge M Mackenzie. In Twelves. 

Both fold by R. Sare at Gi ‘ays-lin in Holbourn, and F. Hindmarfh 

againit the Exchange in Cornwii. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


F any Author or Bookfeller us willing to give notice of any Work that 
j he 1 about to publifh, to At. Lind{ey B Sockfeller im Chancery-lane, 
he may both prevent the interfering of any oticr, and have an Aa- 
vertifement in this Weekly Paper to defire the /fistance of the Learned, 
sf they think it needful. 











